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so, that she be mindful of the Siniora Gov-
ernment. It's very important that this Gov-
ernment in Lebanon succeed and survive.

Everybody abhors the loss of innocent life.
On the other hand, what we recognize is that
the root cause of the problem is Hizballah.
And that problem must be addressed, and
it can be addressed through—internationally
by making it clear to Syria that they've got
to stop their support to Hizballah.

Listen, Syria is trying to get back into Leb-
anon—it looks like to me. We passed United
Nations Resolution 1559, and finally this
young democracy—or this democracy be-
came whole—by getting Syria out. And
there’s suspicions that the instability created
by the Hizballian attacks will cause some in
Lebanon to invite Syria back in, and it’s
against the United Nations policy, and it’s
against the U.S. policy.

Q. There’s a Deputy Army Chief of Israel
who said that for this offensive to reach its
goal will take weeks. Are you comfortable
with that kind of timeframe? Are you com-
fortable with letting the offensive go on for
weeks?

The President. 1 want the world to ad-
dress the root causes of the problem, and
the root cause of the problem is Hizballah.
I also—and we’ve been, of course, in touch
with Israel. Condi spoke to Prime Minister
Olmert yesterday on the airplane flying back.
And we're never going to tell a nation how
to defend herself, but we are urging caution
when it comes to the survival of the Siniora
Government. It’s essential that the Govern-
ment of Lebanon survive this crisis.

We've worked hard to free—and “we”
being the international community—worked
hard to free Lebanon from Syrian influence.
And there’s a young government there. And
it’s in our interest that Syria stay out of Leb-
anon and this Government survive. And so
in our consultations with countries in the
neighborhood, we have urged all to address
the problem—that would be Hizballah and
its terrorist attacks on Israel.

Remember, this started—this crisis started
when Hizballah captured two Israeli soldiers.
They were unprovoked—Hizballah were
unprovoked, and they then took hostages.
Imagine how the United States would react
if somebody provoked us with that kind of
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action—and secondly, started firing rockets.
And it’s this provocation of Hizballah that has
created this crisis, and that’s the root cause
of the problem.

All right, thank you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:57 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Fuad Siniora
of Lebanon; and Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel. A reporter referred to Maj. Gen. Moshe
Kaplinsky, Deputy Chief of the General Staff,
Israel Defense Forces.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Reporting Functions Related to
Russian Debt Reduction for
Nonproliferation

July 18, 2006

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Assignment of Reporting Functions
Related to Russian Debt Reduction for
Nonproliferation

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States, including section 301 of title 3, United
States Code, and section 1321 of the Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 2003
(Public Law 107-228) (the “Act”), I hereby
assign to you the functions of the President
under section 1321 of the Act.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Blocking
Property of Certain Persons and
Prohibiting the Importation of
Certain Goods From Liberia

July 18, 2006

On July 22, 2004, by Executive Order
13348, I declared a national emergency and
ordered related measures blocking the prop-
erty of certain persons and prohibiting the
importation of certain goods from Liberia,
pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-
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1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States constituted by the
actions and policies of former Liberian Presi-
dent Charles Taylor and other persons, in
particular their unlawful depletion of Libe-
rian resources and their removal from Libe-
ria and secreting of Liberian funds and prop-
erty, which have undermined Liberia’s tran-
sition to democracy and the orderly develop-
ment of its political, administrative, and eco-
nomic institutions and resources. I further
noted that the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment signed on August 18, 2003, and the re-
lated ceasefire had not yet been universally
implemented throughout Liberia, and that
the illicit trade in round logs and timber
products was linked to the proliferation of
and trafficking in illegal arms, which perpet-
uated the Liberian conflict and fueled and
exacerbated other conflicts throughout West
Africa.

Today, Liberia is making a transition to a
peaceful, democratic order under the new
administration of President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf. Charles Taylor is in the custody of
the Special Court for Sierra Leone in The
Hague. However, the stability in Liberia is
fragile. The actions and policies of Charles
Taylor and others have left a legacy of de-
struction that still has the potential to under-
mine Liberia’s transformation and recovery.

Because the actions and policies of these
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on July 22, 2004, and the measures
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond July
22, 2006. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1
year the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13348.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 18, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 19, 2006]
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NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on July 20.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency Blocking Property of
Certain Persons and Prohibiting the
Importation of Certain Goods From
Liberia

July 18, 2006

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures
blocking the property of certain persons and
prohibiting the importation of certain goods
from Liberia are to continue in effect beyond
July 22, 2006. The most recent notice con-
tinuing this emergency was published in the
Federal Register on July 21, 2005 (70 FR
41935).

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and his close
associates, in particular their unlawful deple-
tion of Liberian resources and their removal
from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds
and property, continue to undermine Libe-
ria’s transition to democracy and the orderly
development of its political, administrative,
and economic institutions and resources.
These actions and policies pose a continuing
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency
and related measures blocking the property
of certain persons and prohibiting the impor-
tation of certain goods from Liberia.

George W. Bush

The White House,
July 18, 2006.



